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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-13 and 16-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by van der Plaats. 

The van der Plaats reference discloses an optical amplifier that comprises: an 
optical input (signal light input connector) for receiving an input signal; a pumping laser 
input (14) for receiving pumping light from a 980 nm laser diode; a photodiode (20) for 
measuring the power of the pumping laser input signal; a WDM coupler (18) for 
combining the input signal and the pumping signal; an EDFA (24) coupled to the output 
of the WDM coupler; a WDM splitter (26) coupled to the output of the EDFA; photodiode 
means (28) for measuring residual pump power derived from the splitter; and feedback 
means (30 and 32) for adjusting the current of the pumping laser using the residual 
pumping power and the input pumping power. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 4, 5, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over van der Plaats in view of Onaka et al. 

Onaka et al teach that it was known to couple a gain equalizing filter (1 1 B) and a 
variable attenuator (14) to the output of an EDFA in order to control the level and gain 
flatness of the amplified communication signal. It would have been obvious to the skilled 
artisan to have applied the teachings of Onaka et al to the amplifier of van der Plaats 
when seeking to better control the output, thus producing claims 4, 5, 14 and 15. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Mark Hellner at 
telephone number 703 306 41 55. 



Mark Hellner 
June 7, 2004 



